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The first page of Hilke'’s diary.
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Hilke’s Diary
Z?f/”)“lj 1940

I was given this diary when 1 had been separated from Hamburg
and my parents for exactly seven months. On 27th December
I arrived here in Meisenheim to stay with Uncle Herbert and
Aunt Erika. It was a very cold winter. [ often went tobogganing
and walking in the wood and saw deer and hares.

To this diary T will entrust both my joys and sorrows.

41% Avywﬂ’ 1940

Today I received a letter which said that my parents want me to
stay here until 1st September. The holidays have been extended.

cth Avyvtﬂ“ 1940

Today I saw a swarm of bees fly out. They were hanging like
a bunch of grapes on the tree. Then the beekeeper came and
collected them from the tree. [ went quite close to it.
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A sample of a honeycomb.
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feth Avymﬁ 940

We were on a visit to Hamburg. During the night of 14th to 15th

there was an air raid. We had to go into the cellar for two hours.

My first serious air raid!
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Sunumer
1040 1
Meisenheim.

23rd Avgust 1940

Today 1 went with Uncle Herbert and Aunt Erika to the deer
park. The deer and roebucks, including a pure white one, were
eating out of my hand.

20th Avywﬁ’ 1940

Today I have been away from home exactly eight months and
one day. I am missing Mummy and Daddy desperately.

eth fdfi"ﬂW\éﬁr 194.0

Mummy and Daddy visited us in Meisenheim. After eight months
and twelve days I saw my parents again. I went to meet them at Bad
Kreuznach, so that | could be alone with them for two hours. I told
them everything: about Uncle Herbert’s outbursts of rage and Aunt
Erika’ bad moods. Also, that they were short of money. Sadly, after
two days, Mununy and Daddy left again for Hamburg.
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Left: Hilke, c.1934.

Rt Below: Hilke in a tracksuit, c.1937.

22th € eﬁemﬁer 1940

Today I have been away from Hamburg tor exacdy three quarters
of a year. Today we have been filmed as a Christmas present
for Mummy and Daddy. Tomorrow Henning will go back to
Hamburg, because school starts again on September 3oth. We
three girls (Geseke, Brigitte and me) will stay here.
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Geseke by the river Alster in Hamburg, 1938.
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